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“An excellent opportunity to gain some 
valuable information and contacts.”

 “Very interesting to hear about 
how businesses should be protecting 
themselves.”
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CYBER LAW CONFERENCE

Last year, in introducing this conference, Judge David Harvey noted that business has 
to adapt to new systems and ways of doing things and that lawyers have to understand 
technology so that they can understand how the law is impacted.

To do that, we have prevailed upon industry leaders who are experiencing exponential 
technological change in the worlds of business, finance, government, health, education, 
entertainment and the internet generally, to give us the context in which we then can then 
hear from legal experts.  

We will cover general cyberisk for business; the creation of a New Zealand Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT). We’ll do a deep dive on how the Harmful Digital 
Communication Act is working. The advent of blockchain is already being felt now, but 
many argue that this technology has the ability to dramatically disrupt many sectors, 
including the practice of law itself. Health sensors and systems and the explosion of data 
that create huge opportunities, but also legal challenges in privacy and employment. As 
we come into a post Trans Pacific Partnership world, what developments can we expect to 
see in intellectual property law and how will that impact the creative sector and the vexed 
questions of access to and control of content on the internet.

Our objective in this conference is for each of us to challenge ourselves to think of cyberlaw 
not just in the abstract but in the context of industries undergoing exponential technological 
change. I look forward to seeing you there.

Rick Shera
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CHAIR

Rick Shera, Lowndes Jordan, Auckland

Rick has a Masters degree with first class honours in copyright and internet law from Auckland University. He heads 
up Lowndes Jordan’s IT/IP team, which acts for telcos, ISPs, cloud service providers, media companies, digital 
publishers and authors, web design houses, software and app developers and network providers/integrators, as well 
as providing IP and IT advice to general business and corporate clients. Rick is the first lawyer to become an IITP 
Chartered IT Professional. He is a previous Vice President of InternetNZ, where he was instrumental in formulating .nz 
domain name policy. Rick has advised numerous start-ups and growth companies from formation onwards. He is also 
chair of Cybercitizenship NFP, NetSafe, an advisory board member of digitalNZ and a director of Crown Company, 
The Network for Learning Limited. His most recent appointment is to the Establishment Advisory board of CERT NZ 
which we will hear about during this conference.

FROM THE CHAIR



PROGRAMME

Tuesday, 4 April 2017

8.00-8.30 REGISTRATION

8.30-8.40 OPENING  |  Chair: Rick Shera

8.40-9.10 KEYNOTE ADDRESS – CYBER LAW

  In keeping with the theme of cyber-law in context, The Honourable Simon Bridges has been 
invited to open our conference and give us insights into what the Government is doing and 
plans to do this area.

Presenter  The Honourable Simon Bridges (TBC)

9.10-10.00 THE BUSINESS OF RISK – IN THE CYBER WORLD

 In this session we will look at general cyber risks for business, what we can do about them 
in providing legal advice and what the Government is looking to do about them with the 
creation of CERT NZ early in 2017. We’ll hear from legal and technical experts on  
cyber-security and from CERT NZ’s newly appointed director. 

Presenters  Colin James
 Rodney Morris
 Rob Pope

10.00-10.30 MORNING TEA

10.30-11.20 BLOCKCHAIN – WHAT IS IT? WHAT DOES IT DO? WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

 In this session Mandy and Simon will enlighten us in the use of Blockchain and Distributed 
Ledgers in Financial Services. They will:

• Explain how blockchain technology and distributed ledgers work

• Highlight the challenges for regulators in dealing with financial services delivered using 
blockchain technology

• Outline the legal implications of smart contracts using a blockchain

• Discuss some of the likely applications in financial services related areas.

Presenters  Simon Jensen 
Mandy Simpson

11.20-12.10 THE HARMFUL DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT 2015 – TWO YEARS ON

 The Harmful Digital Communications Act 2015 grew out of concerns for young people being 
harmed online and retains a strong requirement for Netsafe as the approved agency to 
provide educational resources for all New Zealanders. With the criminal jurisdiction having 
been in force since 2015 and the civil jurisdiction coming into force in late 2016, we’ll take 
a close look at how the Act is working and how it can be used to address online cyber-
challenges, including serious online reputational harm.

Presenters  Sally Carter 
Rick Shera

 Ben Thomas

12.10-1.10 LUNCH
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1.10-2.55 WHEN WHAT WE WEAR SAYS MORE THAN WE INTENDED

 Tracking our activity and our health has never been easier. Wearable devices, apps and sensors 
built into our environment can monitor us, map us and report on our progress. Increasingly, 
streams of information constantly flow not only to us but also to others with an interest in 
improving our health — from health professionals, to employers and insurers, and to app 
providers and device manufacturers. 

 Not all of these information flows are necessarily benign. This session will explore how we can 
take advantage of the opportunities that these technologies offer by successfully managing 
the risks of discrimination, intrusions into privacy, unfairness in employment and unjustified 
deprivation of autonomy.

Presenters  Katrine Evans (panel chair) 
Lisa Choi

 Arran Hunt
 Mark Jackson
 Joy Liddicoat
 Andrew Scott-Howman

2.55-3.25 AFTERNOON TEA

3.25-4.10 THE RIGHT TO COPYRIGHT

 Whatever happens with the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement or other international 
treaties New Zealand may or may not want to be part of, we’re now well overdue for the 
review of our Copyright Act that was foreshadowed when we last changed it in 2008. How 
are we addressing, or should we address, the need for creators to choose what happens to 
their content online against the desire to access content when, where and however we want, 
without unfair and frustrating technical barriers. We’ll hear from the Government and from the 
creative and tech sectors about where things are or might be headed.

Presenters  Paula Browning
 Rick Shera 
 Katrina Sutich
 James Ting-Edwards

4.10-5.00 THE CYBER-LEGAL LOUNGE

 Join us in the proverbial cyber-legal lounge so we can discuss the issues of the day.  For 
the first time, we’ve set aside an unallocated open session – free form, no holds barred. It’s 
your conference, so this is your chance to ask questions and discuss what you have heard at 
the conference or even outside it. Whether it’s from one of the speakers or someone in the 
audience, this will be your opportunity to get an answer to that cyber-question you’ve always 
meant to ask!

Presenters  A panel of presenters from the day

5.00-5.05 CLOSING COMMENTS  |  Chair: Rick Shera

5.05-6.00 DRINKS AND CANAPÉS 

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this Conference you will:

• Gain an understanding of current developments in IT, their impact, and the challenges they 
present to legal practice. 

• Be equipped with the practical information you need when advising your client, including, 
understanding when issues are likely to arise, how to deal with them and apply legal 
principles. 
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SPEAKERS  

Paula Browning, CLNZ, Auckland

Paula is the CE of New Zealand’s licensing 
agency for the publishing industry, CLNZ, 
and Chair of WeCreate, the NZ creative 
sector alliance. She has over seven years’ 
experience in licensing and publishing 
and a broad knowledge of New Zealand’s 
creative industries.

Katrine Evans, Hayman Lawyers, 
Wellington

Katrine has been a privacy law specialist 
for more than 20 years. She was Assistant 
Privacy Commissioner (General Counsel) 
from 2004-2015 and has recently joined 
Hayman Lawyers to set up a specialist 
privacy and information law practice.

Mark Jackson, Marsh, Wellington

Mark has over 14 years’ experience in 
the insurance broking industry, with his 
current focus on providing technical 
support and advice on financial lines 
insurance products, which include 
Technology Liability and Cyber-policies. 

Colin James, Vodafone, Wellington

Colin is a Certified Information Systems 
Security Professional (CISSP). He has 
been in the role of Head of Security with 
Vodafone for five years.

Simon Jensen, Buddle Findlay, 
Wellington

Simon is a corporate and finance lawyer 
who specialises in financial sector 
regulation, payments and clearing 
systems, capital management, strategic 
alliances, acquisitions and governance 
primarily for those in the financial sector.

Joy Liddicoat, Office of the Privacy 
Commissioner, Wellington

Joy joined the Office in January 2015. She 
worked in her own law practice for more 
than 20 years, specialising in public law, 
including dispute resolution, privacy and 
human rights. Joy is currently  
Vice-President of InternetNZ. 

Rodney Morris, Spark, Auckland

Rod has over 15 years’ experience in 
the technology, telecommunications 
and infrastructure industries. He joined 
Spark in 2013, and leads a team of senior 
lawyers providing legal advice to Spark’s 
technology and network businesses. 

Sally Carter, LukeCunninghamClere, 
Wellington

Sally is a partner and an experienced 
advocate who advises and appears for 
a number of regulatory and professional 
bodies, and the Commissioner of Police in 
proceeds of crime applications. 

Lisa Choi, PB Technologies, Auckland

Lisa is a Business Development Manager. 
She specialises in the Commercial and 
Education division, working with a wide 
variety of clients and is committed to 
meeting customer and market demands. 

Arran Hunt, Turner Hopkins, Auckland

Arran completed a degree in science, 
before starting work as a technical 
business analyst. After several years in 
London, he returned to Auckland to work 
for several city councils, and has now 
moved to practising law.

Andrew Scott-Howman, Barrister, 
Wellington

Andrew is a barrister specialising 
in employment law. He has been an 
employment law partner at Bell Gully and 
a partner in the Crown Solicitor’s Office. 
Andrew went to the independent bar in 
February 2012. 

Rob Pope, CERT NZ, Wellington

Rob has been newly appointed to the role 
of director. He has vast experience in an 
array of senior executive roles and has 
spent the majority of his career to date 
with the New Zealand Police, including as 
the Deputy Commissioner of Operations. 
Most recently, Rob served as the Director 
of the Office of the Chief Executive at the 
New Zealand Fire Service. 
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SPEAKERS  

Katrina Sutich, Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment, Wellington

Katrina is a senior advisor in the Business 
Law policy team. She co-led the 
government’s study into copyright and 
the creative sector.

Ben Thomas, Netsafe, Wellington

Ben is the legal adviser at Netsafe. 
Previously a policy advisor at the 
Ministry of Justice, he contributed to the 
development and implementation of the 
Harmful Digital Communications Act. Ben 
also worked as a banking and finance 
lawyer and secondary school teacher. 

James Ting-Edwards, InternetNZ, 
Auckland

James is InternetNZ’s Issues Advisor. 
He led policy work on the “Netflix 
tax” changes to GST, the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership’s proposed rules for 
intellectual property, and the regulatory 
framework for telecommunications. 

Mandy Simpson, Cyber Toa, Wellington

Mandy is CEO of security consultancy, 
Cyber Toa and previously COO at NZX. 
She has a law degree from Cambridge 
University, is a Chartered Accountant and 
member of the Institute of Directors.  
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VENUES

WELLINGTON
4 April 2017

Rydges Wellington
75 Featherston St, Pipitea
04 499 8686

LIVE WEB STREAM 
4 April 2017

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 3pm 
Monday 3 April

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

FEE (Incl GST)

The registration fee includes extensive materials, morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea.

NZLS/Associate members   $875

 Non-members   $935

Live Web Stream   $855

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. 
Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served 
basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the 
presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves 
the right to cancel the conference if it does not reach the 
budgeted minimum number of registrations. This decision 
will be made on the closing date and a full refund will be 
made to each registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel 
your registration before the closing date, a refund will be 
made, less a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, 
there will be no refund.  You may transfer your registration 
until five working days before the presentation. Please advise 
NZLS CLE Ltd in writing of the change.

CYBER LAW CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
4 APRIL

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
4 APRIL

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Monday 
3 April

5+



YOUR TRUSTED CPD PARTNER www.lawyerseducation.co.nz


